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Chasing Butterflies:
The Conception of the Soul
in Plutarch’s Works"

ISRAEL MUNOZ GALLARTE

It is well-known that numerous ancient cultures represent the human
soul’s wandering from life to death by means of various theriomorphic
figures. Indeed, bears, ravens, mice, wasps, bees, dragonflies, or even
dung-beetles may symbolically embody the soul on its ultimate journey.
Strikingly, however, this is not the case in ancient Greece, in so far as we
know from Plutarch’s works, although his interest in the human soul is
an undisputed fact and can be seen in numerous of his writings (where he
deals with its creation, form, internal dichotomy, substance, origin, and
destination)'.

Usually, when confronted with the need to represent such a scene,
ancient Greek artists resorted to the so-called eidolon, a figure that
appears more often than some scholars may expect. Thus, for example,
the Dutch scholar Jan Bremmer, who, in his The Early Greek Concept of
the Soul?, after describing the eidolon as “a being that looks exactly like
a person ... generally conceived of as a shadow’”, asserts that even this
representation is rather uncommon*. However, souls as eidola are well
attested in Greek art, for example, on funerary lekythoi, even if in general
these rarely portray eschatological scenes. As has been pointed out®, this
might be due either to the desire to remember the deceased individual as
he or she was while alive, or to the predominance of a realistic style. In

" I am grateful to Professor Lautaro Roig Lanzillotta (University of Groningen) for
his invariably stimulating suggestions.

! Perhaps the three most interesting passages on this issue are Plutarch, De sera
563F—568A; De facie 943A—945C; De genio 590B—592E. For an overview, see Hirsch-
Luipold (2014) 171-175.

2 Cf. Bremmer (1987) 64.

3 Cf. Homer, /1. 10,495; 11,207f.

4 Cf. Bremmer (1987) 79.

5 Cf. Diez de Velasco (2013) 190.
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fact, only one hundred of the two thousand white background /ekythoi
portray purely eschatological scenes (representations of the daily Greek
life predominate in the others)’. Among the former, two kinds of figures
represent the soul of the deceased individual: either small human-like
figures, or winged homunculi that fly around the heads of the corpses
and of the underworld characters. In my view, both representations
should be related to the eidola described by Bremmer’ (see fig. 1).
In any case, what seems clear is that there is no place in Greek pot-
tery for animals or insects as symbolic representatives of the human
soul®.

Fig. 1. Athens, NM 1928 by the painter of Sabouroff; reproduced by permission of the
museum.

Beside the eidolon in all of its variations — be it as a pure eidolon, a
human-like figure, or a flying homunculus —, Bremmer still posits two
other possible representations of the soul in its post-mortal state, even
if the evidence is in these cases somewhat problematic. Thus there is,
for example, the Greek belief that, after death, the soul could turn into

¢ A good example is the anonymous MN 1814 (CC1662) in the National Museum of
Athens, cf. Diez de Velasco (2013) 189, n. 15.

7 Cf. Diez de Velasco (2013) 207—208.

8 Many thanks to Professor Pedro Marfil (University of Cordoba) for calling my
attention to this interesting point.
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a snake’, and in Aristotle’s Historia Animalium there is a passage that
seemingly associates the human soul with a butterfly (551a13—27)!°. In this
passage, the philosopher uses the Greek term psyche to denote a species
of butterfly, the pieris brassicae, a usage which allegedly can be traced
back to the Minoan age, although, as Bremmer himself concedes, there
is still no solid evidence for this'!.

This discussion has been reopened in recent scholarship. Indeed,
Verity Jane Platt has argued that some butterfly-like figures that appear
on certain Greek gems should be interpreted as souls'?. In her view, this is
the case in a small number of examples in which the gems depict an Eros
burning a butterfly with a torch (see figs. 2 and 3). According to Platt, the
representation does not echo the well-known myth of Eros and Psyche'3,
but rather shows the background of magical love spells: when torching
the butterfly, Eros incarnates the ‘power of desire’, which by means of the
fire captures the will of a human soul'. While this may be an original and
attractive interpretation, the textual evidence in support of it is tenuous.
In fact, besides the mention of the scene in PGM 4,1724-1731", the
author only provides the aforementioned passage of Aristotle’s Historia
animalium'S.

° Cf. Bremmer (1987) 77—78 and 80-81. See also, Hultkrantz (1953) 465. Contra
Cook (1925) 645 n. 4.

10" Aristotle, HA 551a13—27: “The so-called psyche or butterfly is generated from
caterpillars which grow on green leaves, chiefly leaves of the raphanus, which some call
crambe or cabbage. At first it is less than a grain of millet; it then grows into a small
grub; and in three days it is a tiny caterpillar. After this it grows on and on, and becomes
quiescent and changes its shape, and is now called a chrysalis. The outer shell is hard,
and the chrysalis moves if you touch it. It attaches itself by cobweb-like filaments and is
unfurnished with mouth or any other apparent organ. After a little while the outer covering
bursts asunder, and out flies the winged creature that we call the psyche or butterfly. At
first, when it is a caterpillar, it feeds and ejects excrement; but when it turns into the
chrysalis it neither feeds nor ejects excrement”.

1" Cf. Bremmer (1987) 82.

12 Cf. Platt (2007) 89—99.

13 Cf. Apuleius, Met. 4,28-6,24; Myth. Vat. 1,231; Fulgentius, Myth. 3,6. See also Ruiz
de Elvira (*2000) 495—496.

14 Cf. Platt (2007) 94—96.

15 PGM 4,1716-1870, namely, “Sword of Dardanos”, 1730-1735: “and below / Aphro-
dite and Psyche engrave Eros standing on the vault of heaven, holding a blazing torch
and burning Psyche”, cf. Betz (1986) 69—71.

16° Also, Greek Anthology 16,198; Gow and Page 1968, vol. 2, 317; Platt (2007) 94 and
96. Regarding the argument of similia similibus formula, cf. Faraone (1991) 5.
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Fig. 2. Bath, The Roman Baths
Museum 1983.14.d.9; reproduced by
permission of the museum.

Fig. 3. Italy Gallery, Ashmolean
Museum. Beazley Archive 44b;
reproduced by permission of the
museum.

Can Plutarch help us to shed some light on the relationship between Greek
art and the literary sources that allegedly supported them? Interestingly,
among his numerous works, scholars believe to have found three pas-
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sages in which the butterfly motif represents the human soul departing
from the body after death. My analysis in the following pages will there-
fore attempt to determine if we are dealing with the survival of ancestral
beliefs and motifs, or whether the butterfly is a mere metaphor symbol-
izing life’s breath departing from the body.

The first of the sections that may suggest a connection between soul
and butterfly is Quaest. conv. 636C, in which Plutarch deals with the old
Orphic-Pythagorean discussion of whether the egg was created earlier
than the hen. Through his interlocutor Firmus, the Chaeronean expounds
his hypothesis that simple elements precede complex ones. In order to
explain his position, Firmus begins with the Atomistic theory. He then
goes on to assert that the seed comes before the egg, and the hen after
that, due to the fact that what is simple always comes first. Firmus bolsters
his opinion with an ethical metaphor: “as development admittedly exists
between innate merit and perfected virtue”. In his view, therefore, the egg
should be considered as the intermediate element between the seed and
the formed animal. The argument proceeds with a biological analogy. In
his opinion, several components of the human body, such as arteries and
veins, should exist before the bodily whole has been perfectly shaped!'”.
This is also the case in art, where shapeless and undefined forms precede
the artist’s finished work. It is in this moment that Plutarch introduces
the metaphor we are dealing with, illuminating the similarities between
caterpillar and egg, and, supposedly, between human soul and butterfly.
In Plutarch’s own words:

ég O xdpTn yivetan T6 Tp@TOY, et éxmayeion Oie EnpdTiTa kel TepLpparyelc’
grepov TrepwBEy 81" adTAg T kehovpévny Yoy uebinaw, tov adTdv Tpdmov
&v1o0Ba TpobidioTaTar TO ROV olov TAn Tig yevéoews.

And just as the caterpillar exists first, then, made brittle by dryness,
it bursts asunder and itself releases another creature, winged, the
so-called psyche (butterfly); so in like manner the egg here exists first,
as material of generation'®.

The exposition continues with the reference to other zoogonic simi-
les, namely, a comparison with bark-beetles and woodworms'®. Even if

17 Cf. Quaest. conv. 636 A—B. The paragraph could be an interpolation, cf. Teodorsson
(1989) 217-218.

18 Clement — Hoffleit (1969) 149-151.

Y Cf. Quaest. conv. 636D. Teodorsson (1989) 220, highlights that the focus of the
text is the question of how insects are born, whether through autogenesis or copulation,
following the aforementioned quotation of Arist., HA 551a13—27. See also Geop. 15,1,21;
Quaest. conv. 637B; Arist., HA 539a; GA 715b27.
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Firmus does not explicitly mention that both kinds of insects hatch
from eggs, he nevertheless makes use of them to explain that “the form
from which a change is made necessarily precedes the form which
results from change”. Plato’s words in the 7imaeus provide the necessary
support and bring this section to a close: “and matter is all from which
whatever is created has its substance”?. Finally, Firmus refers to the
myth of the orphic egg, which provides the logical conclusion. Firmus
here defends the view that the egg existed not only before the hen, but
also before the whole of creation. Additionally, the egg is, in his words,
the consecrated symbol of Dionysus, one that produces and contains
everything?!.

On the basis of this section of Quaestiones convivales, Pearson sug-
gested an emendation of two Plutarchean passages — namely Cons. ad ux.
611F?? and fr. 177 Sandbach — in arguing that they both identify the human
soul with the butterfly. The former is very lacunary and runs as follows:

7 08 AndBeion pev ... Hmd xperrtévay Epyetar [ExeTon Wyttenbach], xafdmep
¢x xaumic [xdumng Pearson] dypéc ki pahBaxig dvayouticooa® mpog &
TéPuKeV.

[Whereas the soul that tarries] after its capture [but a brief space
in the body before it is set free by higher powers]** proceeds to its
natural state as though released from a bent position with flexibility
and resilience unimpaired?>.

Pearson accepts most of Wyttenbach’s proposals for the text, admitting
both the éeton and his hypothesis that the lacuna after # 6 An¢Beion pév
should contain a description of the soul, which has spent a short time
in its corporeal environment?¢. Pearson’s innovation, however, concerns
his preference for xdumyg (‘caterpillar’) over xapri¢ (‘bending” or “flex-
ion’), which, even if based on a minute change, introduces an impor-
tant semantic shift. He translates: “like a butterfly shaking itself free
from the supple and yielding caterpillar into its natural element”. Indeed,

20 Cf. Plato, Ti. 49a; 51a; 52d. See also Teodorsson (1989) 221.

21 Cf. Teodorsson (1989) 221—224. Bernabé (2008) 295-296, regarding its implica-
tions, see 44 n. 44. See also Roig Lanzillota (2010) 115-141.

22 Cf. Pearson (1907) 214.

3 Pearson accepts, however, that the use of évayarifew, with a wide range of parallels
among Plutarch’s works, makes preferable the option of xaumwfg.

2 Wyttenbach supplies pévovon 0% Bpaydv &v 1@ adpart ypdvov EhevBepwdelon.

2 De Lacy — Einarson (1959). See also the parallels they adduce on p. 603, n. b.

26 Cf. Pearson (1907) 214.
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whereas the edition of Wyttenbach perfectly fits Plutarch’s conception
of the transmigration of the soul after death, the amendment by Pearson
supposes a metaphorical use here, a simile by which the soul leaving
the human body is compared to a butterfly emerging from a caterpillar’s
cocoon.

It is important to note that, in this work, Plutarch is trying to comfort
his wife upon the death of their daughter, Timoxena. The main purpose
of the Chaeronean is to explain that Timoxena’s soul has moved on to
a better, painless state, and consequently the sorrow of her loss should
not affect her parents (611C). In addition, however, Plutarch deals with
the change of state of the soul, from this life to death, also engaging
with Epicurean theories on the subject. In Plutarch’s opinion, the soul
is immortal and hence its material life is like that of a bird in a cage (taic
ahoxouévoug 8pviot). Just like a bird is domesticated through habit, the soul
may become used to this life and become entangled in material passions
and changes of fortune due to its consecutive reincarnations. In order to
avoid this, it is best for the soul to leave this life at the earliest opportunity
and to regain its pristine state, freed from the human body. The broader
thematic context, to be sure, is the transmigration of the soul after death,
clearly paralleled in Plato’s Phaedo, especially in its understanding of
the soul’s residing in a physical body as an imprisonment?’. Wyttenbach
completed the lacuna after uév, correctly in my opinion, suggesting
that Plutarch inserted here a description of the soul that spends only a
short while in its corporeal environment. In this context, Wyttenbach’s
interpretation appears plausible.

As for the second emendation (fr. 177 Sandbach), Pearson included
his proposal in his review of Prichkard’s Selected Essays of Plutarch.
Vol. 1I*. 1t concerns a fragment of Plutarch’s lost De Anima 2, where
Pearson again defends xdumyg over xaypmig, and resorts to Moralia 611F
and 636C in order to support it (these are the passages from the Consolatio
and Quaestiones convivales referred to above):

1 O kol Abyov Eyer kabdep éx xaung [kdumng Pearson] twvog dveiong olov
gEdrTew xal dvaBely THY Yoy dmomvéovTog ToD cWRATOG AvaTVEOUGRY ADTTY

Kot Gvonyiyovooy®.

27 Plato, Phd. 82¢—83a; Brenk (1998) 29—30 and n. 5.

28 Cf. Pearson (1919) 33-35.

# See also, Volpe Cacciatore (*2010) 196 and 197: 816 8% kol Adyov Exet kadmep éx xaumi
Twog dvelong olov dtrew ol dvabelv Ty Vv dmomvéovTog ToD cWUATOS AvaTvEOUTAY CDTHY
Kot gvenlrbyovoay, “perciod € verosimile che I’anima, quando il corpo spira, scatti e rimblazi
in su, come al rilascio di una molla, e riprenda fiato e vigore”.
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Hence it is reasonable to believe that the soul, when expired by the
body, shoots forth and races upwards, as if at the release of a spring,
and itself draws breath and is revivified*.

Pearson again adjusts the text by correcting xaumnf into xdumys. He trans-
lates: “the soul darts out and runs upwards, as from a certain caterpillar
from it had been released”. The context is again that of the soul’s trans-
migration. Here, Plutarch’s interlocutor, Timon, defends the notion that
what is imperishable does not share anything with the perishable in what
regards the dissolution of death. In order to substantiate his claim, he
resorts to the etymology of the term 6dvatog (‘death’), which he relates to
Bov dvw (‘racing upwards’). In his opinion, it means that what remains of
a deceased human being does not stay in the world nor descends below it,
but rather ascends swiftly to the higher realm. In the same line, the term
yéveows (‘birth’) is linked to émi yijv vedoig and interpreted as ‘earthward
inclination’.

Pearson’s emendations are certainly plausible from a palaecographical
perspective, as they only involve the change of one diacritical mark
(xdpmne/xapmic). However, in my opinion, they are far removed from
Plutarch’s view, as will be demonstrated further on.

Let us now return to the passage from Quaestiones convivales (636C).
As Teodorsson argues, first of all, Firmus’s speech seems to reveal
Plutarch’s intention to ridicule Epicurean theories®'. Indeed, the conver-
sation is related in a rather relaxed key, as follows: “after Alexander had
ridiculed the inquiry on the ground that it yielded no firm solution, my
relative Firmus said ...”. Subsequently, the speech no longer deals with
the main topic outlined above — the creation of the world’s soul. Despite
of this, Firmus goes on to deliver a speech, filled with Aristotelian termi-
nology that propounds a zoogonical simile for the creation of all things*2.
Yet, even so his conclusions actually contradict those of the Stagirite.
For example, in the specific case of the butterfly, the so-called psyche,
Aristotle has his doubts regarding its birth, but he nonetheless proposes
that butterflies are born by spontaneous generation: “The so-called psyche
or butterfly is generated from caterpillars which grow on green leaves,
chiefly leaves of the raphanus, which some call crambe or cabbage”.
Aristotle mentions neither the seed nor the egg, nor the insect that is their
result, as does Firmus: “as development admittedly exists between innate

30 Sandbach (1969). See also Roskam (2007) 137 and n. 182.

31 Teodorsson, (1989) 215, supports his argument with direct quotations of Epicurus,
such as épotl ... drépovs, Epicurus, Ep. 2,41.

32 Cf. Quaest. conv. 636AB. See also Teodorsson (1989) 216.

3 Cf. Aristotle, HA 551a13—27; Geop. 15,1,21. See also, Teodorsson (1989) 219.
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merit and perfected virtue, so the intermediate development in nature’s
passage from the seed to the living creature is the egg™*. Similarly, we
find significant contradictions once we arrive at the birth processes of
bark-beetles and woodworms?s.

Secondly, it is notable that Firmus’s own arguments are contradictory.
For instance, although he begins with the Atomistic theory, arguing that
atoms are the first components of everything, he immediately forgets
this, asserting the seed as the initial cause instead. In addition, as the
speech further on suggests, if the seed comes first, then the hen exists
beforehand®.

The comic aspect of this reductio ad absurdum of Firmus’s speech,
which consequently has nothing to do with Plutarch’s opinion, is evident
at the end of his discourse, with the mention of Firmus’s laughter, Z¢y
yehdoug, “he added with a laugh™’. If Plutarch and his wife were initiated
into the Dionysian mysteries, as he affirms in his Cons. ad ux. 611D,
Firmus’s intervention lacks the serious tone it deserves. We can therefore
conclude that Plutarch’s intention is a parody and that the butterfly-soul
is a mere metaphor. Consequently, the passage, far from showing the
author’s view, is a pastiche with Aristotelian echoes — and consciously
deformed ones at that.

Let us now return to the second text of Cons. ad ux. 611F and review
Pearson’s arguments once again. His corrections to the text are supported
mainly by three arguments:

1. The conception of the butterfly-soul is widely attested by anthropolo-
gists;

2. Ybyn was the name actually given to a certain species of butterfly,
which seems to be confirmed by Aristotle’s passage in the Historia
animalium

3. If any doubt remains, it may be assuaged by a comparison with
Quaest. conv. 636C,

As for the first argument, Pearson does not provide any further informa-
tion about which anthropologists attest the butterfly motif, and in which

3 Cf. Quaest. conv. 636B.

35 Cf. Teodorsson (1989) 220. Cf. Quaest. conv. 636DE; he also supports his view
with Plato’s theory on creation through imitation, cf. Plato, 7i. 49a; 50d; 52d. As far as this
view is concerned, there exists a relationship between the first entity and the second one,
as a result of the process of transformation. Moreover, Plutarch asserts that there exists a
proportional relationship between the act of growing and the corruption by humidity.

36 Cf. Teodorsson (1989) 216—217.

37 Cf. Quaest. conv. 636D.

38 Cf. Pearson (1907) 214.
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culture(s). In any case, as Jan Bremmer maintains, this conception is not
attested in Greek literature, while in the European context it has only been
found in Irish and Estonian folklore®.

As for the second point, the aforementioned Aristotelian passage is
not definitive. The ancient Greek polysemy of a term referring at the same
time to the human soul and to a species of butterfly could originate from
an ancient belief, but its meaning bears no traces on Aristotle’s works nor
appears in those of Plutarch.

As for the third point, in my view, the Quaestiones convivales passage
cannot be used in support of Pearson’s conjecture in the other two pas-
sages, since they have rather different backgrounds. Whereas in Quaes-
tiones convivales Firmus describes the soul’s incarnation in the human
body, Plutarch in his Consolatio discusses the opposite process: the trans-
migration of the soul after death. In what regards fr. 177 Sandbach, apart
from referring to his own article, published several years ago, Pearson
does not present any further solid evidence. As was the case in the Con-
solatio, the core of the fragment is the transmigration of the human soul
after death. This prevents us from connecting one passage with the other,
from considering them as parallels and, consequently, from assimilating
butterfly and soul.

To conclude, it seems safe to affirm that Plutarch does not identify
the soul with the butterfly: the only passage in which this happens is a
parody filled with pseudo-scientific Aristotelian terminology. The only
case in which the soul is related to the butterfly is found in Quaestiones
convivales, where it serves as a simple metaphor. As a result, in my view,
as far as the Greek literature is concerned, and excluding the testimony
of Aristotle, we find only a mythological symbolism, that of Psyche,
represented as a butterfly. Therefore, any further attempt to identify the
human soul with the butterfly must be based on a solid textual foundation
that is to include new texts, which up to now have not been taken into
account. The artistic examples discussed above may show that winged
eidola may be confused with butterflies, but, until new and solid evidence
is provided, the hypothesis remains speculative®.

Israel Muiioz Gallarte
Universidad de Cordoba

3 Cf. Bremmer (1987) 64—65; Nilsson (*1967) 198. See also Lixfeld (1972) 60-107;
Hultkrantz (1953) 278-279.

40 Regarding the testimonies from Minoan and Mycenaean arts, see Dietrich (>1974)
121-122. Bremmer, (1987) 64—65, 82, also says: “[IJmportunely, there are no other indi-
cations of a possible connection between the butterfly and the soul of the living and the
dead”. In fact, the only example he sees as being up for discussion is Lucian’s Panegyric
to the Fly, 7.
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abortion 121-123
abortives 129
Academy, see New Academy
Academic é¢mwoy) and evhdfe 63, 138
accident 62, 67
Aegospotami 137
Aelianus 76
Aemilius Paulus
aeromancy 135
aether 36, 91, 106
aetiology 130, 133
physical aetiology
131-132, 138-139
Aectius 50, 90, 96, 180
Alcaeus 77
Alcibiades 156
Alcinous 32, 36, 43, 46, 185, 194
Alcman 100, 103104
Alexander the Great 147, 149, 174
Ps.-Alexander of Aphrodisias 100
Alexandria 76
Alexandrian erudition 115
allegory 60
allegorical interpretation 67, 104,
224
alliteration
223224
Alps 158
amateur 15
ambition 187
Ammonius 43, 76-77
amulet 121-122
anacoluthon 134
analogy 34, 92, 114, 119, 121, 171, 182,
185, 188, 191-193
Anaxagoras 39, 91, 95, 136-137, 159, 161,
163, 180, 210
Anaximander 9o, 193, 232—233
Anaximenes 93, 232
ancestral beliefs 171
anecdote 120, 123, 146, 236
anemia 123

146-147, 157, 160

17-19, 21, 73,

151-152, 216-217, 219—22I,

animals 69, 80, 90—91, 99, 118119, 121,
155, 163, 168
animal behaviour 12
animal instincts 119
animal sensation 37
animal world 118, 121
theriomorphic figures 167
theriomorphic representation 22
zoogonic similes 171, 174
anthropology 22, 179181, 186, 188,
191-193
Antipater 105
antipathy 137
Antiquity 11-14, 20, 76, 81, 100, 111, 132,
146
ants 119
aphorism 124
Aphrodite 169, 225
Apollonides Tacticus
appetite 119—123
Apuleius 21, 101, 169
Aratus 5§, 19—20, 87-89, 91-97, 149150,
152, 159
Arcesilaus 63
Archilochus 99
architecture 12
Aristides Quintilianus
Aristophanes 77
Aristotle 12, 2021, 3033, 35-36, 39, 41,
50-53, 61’ 685 75, 785 80_829 91, 94-95,
100-101, 104-105, 114, 122, 124, 130, 133,
135, 169, 174-176, 180, 182, 189, 205, 216,
236
Aristotelian approach 37
Aristotelian causality 53, 68
Aristotelian echoes 175
Aristotelian language 36, 114
Aristotelian milieu 80
Aristotelian parallels 81
Aristotelian Platonism 124
Aristotelian Problemata physica 18,
21, 113, 130, 132

77-78

222
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Aristotelian theory that cold is a
oTépnotg of heat 133
Aristotelian qualities (hot, cold, dry,
wet) 32, 35, 45, 51
Aristotelian scholasticism 12
Aristotelian science 130
Aristotelian terminology 174, 176
Aristotelian tradition 49, 81, 84
Aristotelian vocabulary 68
Aristotelianism 97
Arius 185
Artemis 106, 188
arteries 171
arts 176
artists 89, 167, 171
astrology 146
astronomy I1-12, 14, 145
astronomers 95
astronomical events 163
astronomical phenomena 22, 155,
159
atheism 139
Athenaeus 76, 8o
Athens 76, 84, 168, 227
Athenian army 158
Athenian legislator 227, 229
Athenian statesmen 227
Athenian poet (Solon) 236
Athenians 158, 162, 229-231, 234
Athryitus 77, 79-84
atmosphere 88
atmospheric sign 90
atomism 18, 29, 3132, 37—42, 40, 4851,
53-54
atomic entities 49
atomic particles 52
atomistic theory 171, 175
atomists 50
atoms 18, 30, 32, 41, 47, 49, 50-53,
175
Atropos  189-190
authenticity 113-114, 116
authority 163, 227, 234
philosophical authority 20
scientific authority 17, 20
traditional authority 81, 131
autogenesis (see also spontaneous
generation) 171
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babies 108-109, 120, 123

baccheus 225

balneology 132

bark-beetles 171, 175

bears 119, 167

beauty 31, 41, 43, 60, 88, 134, 184,
186

bees 118-119, 167

bestiality 122

bird 123,173

birth 123, 145, 174175, 189190,
224
child-delivery 99
childbirth 121-123
monstrous births 17

bladder 91, 202

blood 8o, 82, 91, 119

boar 107

boats 117

Boethus of Sidon 97

bowels 91, 202

brain 14, 92

breath 22,91, 171, 174
breathing 78

brightness 88, 146, 150-151

bronze 100, 104-105

butterfly 22, 167, 169, 171-176

cabbage 169, 174
Caesar 145, 162163
calculation 13, 44
calculability 30
calendar 88
Callimachus 115
Calypso 96
Camillus 157
cardiocentrism 92

Carthage 77
Carthaginians 132
caterpillar 169, 171-174

Catilinarian conspiracy 157

catoptrics 12

Catullus 158

causality 14, 16, 41, 53, 69, 131, 135, 137,
139, 233

Chaeronea 115, 120—121, 127, 194

chaos 199, 201, 204, 225

chiasm, chiasmus 216—218, 221222
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chicken 110
children 135-136
child-delivery, childbirth see birth
choriamb 222, 225
chronology 33, 181, 206
chrysalis 169
Chrysippus 93
Cicero 133, 156
Cimbri 156, 158
classification 12, 14, 124, 200
Cleanthes 104, 180
Clemens of Alexandria 76
climate 91, 116
Clotho 189-190
cloud 9o, 95, 135, 149-152, 158-159,
230231, 233
cloud-formation 89
cloudiness 94

cloudless night 149, 159

clusters 19, 209

coal 122-123

cocoon 173

cognition 18, 58—59

cold 19-21, 29, 32, 3438, 40, 45, 50-51,

53, 64, 66, 77-82, 94, 132-133, 139, 146,

152, 156, 158, 221

coldness 3538, 50, 64

cooling 77, 221
coloration 135

colour 29, 37, 41, 4648, 89, 91,

93-94, 160, 224225

Colotes 18, 32, 45, 47-48, 5354, 01,

63-64, 67, 70
combustion 8o

combustibles 95
comet 135, 162-163
complexion 119
compositional technique
concoction 91
condensation 44, 93, 223

17,23, 197

configurations 41, 46, 224
copper 99—100, 102—106
copper nails 99, 102-103

copulation 171
Corinth 159
corporeity 221222
corporeal environment of the soul
172-173
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corporeal part of the pre-cosmic world
186

corporeals 66

corpuscles 18, 3033, 37, 4142, 44,
46, 49-50, 52, 54

cosmos 12, 14, 16—18, 2123, 63, 66,

91-92, 137, 143, 145, 185, 188, 190193,

199, 201—202, 204—210, 216, 219,

224-225

cosmic body 203, 205, 208—209

cosmic spectacles 134

cosmogony 186, 193
cosmological framework 179-180, 185,
190
cosmology 22, 180, 189, 191-193
cow I21-122

cowardice 149

Crassus 157

crayfish 119

creation 11, 167, 172, 174-175, 186,
191-192, 204, 224
creatio ex nihilo 185
creator 31
creature 169, 171, 175, 191

Critias 136

Croesus 227

crown of the sun 94

cube 4243

curiosity 12

Cyrenaics  64—65

Cyzicus 156

daemon, daimon, demon 11, 163, 182

Daimachus 137

Danjon scale 160

Dardanos 169

Darius 149

darkness 34, 95, 148-149, 151-152,
155-156, 159, 162—-163

dawn 90, 92

daylight 149, 158

death 22, 145, 162-163, 167-168,
171, 173-174, 176, 184, 188, 191,
227

decay 20, 99, 100, 102, 107-108, 110,
189-190

deformity 192

deity 224
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Delphic oracle 67
DelphicE 44

Demiurge 16, 32—33, 41, 43, 46, 204—206,
211

Democritus 18, 30, 32, 39, 4041, 45,
47-5L, 91, 114

Demosthenes 148

desiccation 109

destiny 164, 192

destruction 33, 50, 52, 234

devotion towards the divine (evoéPea)

16, 21, 131, 138-139
dew 104
dialogue 15, 20, 43—44, 92, 100, 104,

199—203, 215—217

Delphic dialogues 37
Diana 106
Dicaearchus 232
dicretic 215, 225
digression 21, 43, 130, 155, 163, 207
Diodorus (in Aetius) 50
Diodorus Siculus 231-232, 234
Diogenes Laertius 62, 228229, 232, 234
Dion 146-148, 156, 159—160
Dionysian mysteries 175
Dionysius, tyrant of Syracuse 147, 162
Dionysius of Halicarnassus 114

Dionysus 172

Disarius 102, 105, 110
diseases 119, 122, 124
disorder 21, 186, 202

obsessive-compulsive disorder
mental disorder 123-124
Pica (eating disorder) 21, 123
dissections 12

divination 147

divinity 88, 221, 224-225
divine creation 11

divine entity 16, 224
divine intervention 136
divine manifestations 162
divine miracles 17

divine portent 137

divine signs 161

divine vengeance 158
dodecahedron 29, 42, 43
dogs 118-119

dragonflies 167

123
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dreams 93
drinking-parties 131
drunkenness 19, 78

dualism 49, 69, 211

dualistic causality 137, 139
duality 187, 190
dung-beetles 167
dust 123, 158
dyad 45,211
Dyrrhachium 157
earth 13, 29, 3640, 42, 66, 90—92, 95,

106, 119, 121-123, 132, 134, 145, 183,
188—191, 202, 204—205, 214, 216—219,
223225
earthiness 91
earthquake 157
echoes 151
eclipse 17, 22, 94-95, 146-149, 159—163
effect 11, 22, 3539, 53, 64, 68, 7778,
89, 9495, 99, 105, 108-109, 116—117, 121,
123, 137, 157, 159, 201, 233

egg 110, 171-172, 174-175
Orphic egg 172
Egypt 11

Egyptian gods 63

elegy 229, 231, 233234
elegiac verse 231

element 31, 34-30, 42, 44, 50-52, 64, 91,
107, 216, 218—220
elemental particles 45, 52
elemental properties 31, 41, 55
elemental transformation 43, 50, 52

elementary corpuscles 46, 54
ellipse 134

elliptic construction 96
emotion 148, 160, 187
Empedocles 20, 40, 50, 80, 91, 96,

205210

empirical data
encomium 44
entrails 121

12,97

ephebe 78

Epicurus 18, 32, 41, 45-48, 50-52, 61, 80,
93, 174
Epicureans 45, 53, 64

Epicurean account of the elements 41,
50
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Epicurean atomism 4849, 51, 53
Epicurean confidence in the senses
67
Epicurean criticism of Democritus 41
Epicurean physics 45
Epicurean theories about the soul
173-174
Epicurean tradition 12
epidemics 84
epistemology 18, 5761, 63, 70, 130, 138
epistemological distinction 58, 60
epistemological error 94
epistemological framework of Plato’s
Timaeus 16, 69
epistemological framework of Plu-
tarch’s De facie 199
epistemological gap 70
epistemological matrix of the problems
18
epistemological models 18, 58
epistemological progression 58
epistemological vocabulary 61
ontological-epistemological preconcep-
tions/beliefs 17
epithet 100101, 104
Eraton 76
Eros 169, 225
ethics 186, 230, 232233
ethical metaphor 171
ethical conception of the human being
193
ethical part of philosophy 230
Etna 205, 219, 220, 222

63,

Etruscans 132
etymology 83, 106, 174
Euripides 134, 211
Euripidean Zeus 210
Eustathius 102, 109-110
Euthydemus 99, 102, 107
evaporation 44, 117
excrement 121, 169

excretions 79

exegesis 17-19, 42—43, 46, 73
exegetical approach 97
exegetical format 19
exegetical method 87, 96
exegetical questions 20T
exegetical writings 18
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exhalation 9091, 117, 129
experience 37, 39, 89, 94, 102, 119, 219,
221
experimentation 13
eyes 94, 104, 146, 157, 202
evileye 123
eye-trouble 89
eyelid 89,94
eyesight 104

fable 137

faculty 60-62, 65—66, 97, 186

fantasy 93

farmer 39, 66, 87-88, 135

fat 82

Fate 189-190

Favorinus 34, 40

female (see also woman) 78, 8o, 83, 120
feminine 146

fetus 122-123

fever 39

fire 19, 29, 34, 36-37, 39, 42, 44, 50,
66, 68—69, 9091, 93, 95—-96, 108-109,
135, 155, 163, 169, 188, 204—205, 210,
216-217, 219—220, 222, 224225
fiery bodies 220
fiery bubbles 135
fiery form of the sun 91
fiery nature of the Stoic Zeus
fiery nature of the soul 221

Firmus 171-172, 174-176

fishing 118

flame 96

flavour 41

flesh 83, 94, 99, 181, 223

flintstones 123

Florus, L. Mestrius

flowers 157
flower wreaths 77

fluidity 29
fluids 14

flute 66
flute-players 39

food 119-120, 123

force 11, 91-93, 96, 157, 190, 236

forms 12, 32-34, 4344, 4647, 49, 57,
59-61, 63, 69, 90-91, 93, 167, 171-172,
186, 207, 225

205

77, 80-82, 84, 130
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fortune 147,173
fruit 88, 162

Galen 134-35

Gallus, C. Sulpicius 161

Gauls 132

Gellius 76

gems 169

generation 33, 43-44, 4748, 51,
132, 171, 188-189, 191-192, 204,
206207
generation of the cosmos 204, 207
spontaneous generation (see also

autogenesis) 174

genre 14, 17-21, 67, 75, 130, 138, 147
genre of natural problems 18, 21

geography 12, 81
geographical boundaries 12
geographical locale 22
geographical phenomenon 22
geographical lore 83

geological phenomena 155

geometry 29
geometric account 18, 32, 37, 45, 53
geometric atomism 18, 29, 3132,

37-38, 4142, 46, 50, 53-55

geometric forms 33, 46
geometric properties 30, 46
geometric shapes 31, 40

god 11, 16, 31, 63, 65, 67, 136, 139, 157,
161, 164, 183, 185-187, 189, 191, 206—210,
231

goddess 106

goodness 31, 41

grass 119

Greco-Roman civilization 14

Greece 75, 167
Greek art 167, 170
Greek literature 15, 141, 176-177,

228229
Greek Magical Papyri 110, 177

Greek philosophy 54, 71, 152, 213
Greek poetry 229, 237

Greek rationalism 11

Greek religion 177

Greek science  24-25, 141

Greek statesmen 21

Greek thinkers 11
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Greeks
grub 169

103, 132, 148, 159

haemorrhoids 122
hail 230-231, 233
haloes 135
haplography 84
harmony 91, 187, 207208, 210
head 78, 123, 168, 182, 236, 238
headache 119, 122
health 13, 120121, 124
healthful influence 104
healthy effects 123
healthy properties 119
heart 14, 62, 91-92, 121, 202
heat 3437, 39, 49, 80, 82, 84, 91, 94,
99-100, 105, 107-110, 116-117, 132-133,
139, 157-158
heaven 88, 129, 134, 149, 162, 169, 190,
218, 223
celestial body
150
celestial phenomena 8788, 161
celestial region 189
heaviness 39, 117
Hecuba 211
Heraclitus 93, 210, 232
hero 2122, 156-159, 161-163
Herodotus 79, 114, 228, 236
Hesiod 77, 87, 210211
hexahedron 29, 38
hierarchy 181-182, 188, 190, 192
hinds 121-122
Hippocrates 122123
historicity 228, 232
history 11-15, 84, 114, 180, 227229
hollows in the sun 89
Homer 90, 9596, 99-100, 167, 233
Homeric epithets 100, 104
Homeric language 229
homonymy 217
honeycombs 119
horizon 90, 92
horse 67-68, 157
humanity 145-146, 161
human being 2122, 48, 80, 145-146,
163-164, 174, 180-182, 185, 190,
192-193

13, 100, 109110, 145,
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human body 3738, 48, 171, 173, 176,
183184, 191
humankind 145
humidity 99, 175
humidifying power of the moon
99-100
hunger 120, 122-123
hunting 118
hypochondrium 122
hypomnema 203, 209—211

lamblichus 31, 45

icosahedron 29, 42

ignorance 136, 158, 161-163, 231, 234,
237

llithyia 188

illness 94, 119

illusion 89, 93
image 60, 66, 68—69, 91, 95, 157, 192,
227, 233, 236
imagery 68, 135, 233
imagination 61, 227
imaginary influence of the moon on
human lives 145
imitation 60, 69—70, 101, 175, 201
immoderation 236
impression 64, 89, 93-94, 149, 151, 204
incineration 83-84

India 83

infinity of the universe 217
ingestion 121-123

insect 168, 171-172, 174
instinct 119

instrument 61, 70, 138, 158

intellect 60-62, 66, 180—184, 186, 190,
192-193, 219, 221, 223
intellection 57, 60, 62, 65-66, 70
intelligibility 186, 193
intelligibles 46, 58—60, 62, 66—70

Ion 99-100

Ionian philosophy 232-233

iron 69, 91, 104, 123

irrationality 181, 187, 192

vy 77

justice 232, 236

Kepler 15, 223

laboratories 13

Lachesis 189-190

lactation 78

lakes 155

Lamprias
221225
Lamprias Catalogue
114115

lapis lazuli 123

laurel 77

law 13, 227228, 230, 235237
lawgiver 231, 237
legislator 227-229, 232, 234
universal laws 13

laxative 99, 110

Leitmotif 216, 218, 224

lekythoi 167, 168

Libya 157

lightning 156-157, 230231, 233

linguistics 14

liquids 78, 119, 121
liquefaction 223

litotes 218

liver 91

lore 83, 87,179

folklore 176

love 65,122, 136, 169, 225

Lucian 176

Lucretius 133

44, 200, 205—207, 215219,

19, 33, 76,

Lucullus 156, 159

Macrobius  20-21, 76—77, 10I-110
macrocosmos 180, 185, 193
magic 11

magical love spells 169
man 14, 17, 21-22, 47, 68, 82, 88,
162-164, 180181, 185, 187, 191-193, 227,
231
male animals 80
male body 82
males 80
Marius 157158
marvel 21, 132134, 136, 138
marvelling 133
marvellous phenomena
135, 150151
materiality 183-184
mathematics 11, 14, 43

14, 90, 133,
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mechanics 12
medicine 11, 14
memory 39, 75, 77
menstruation 78, 82
Mesopotamia 11
metaphor 22, 30, 66, 68—69, 171,
175-176, 229, 233234, 236
metaphysics 17, 27, 39, 68, 189
meteorite 137
meteors 129, 135
meteorology 20, 233
meteorological marvels 136
meteorological phenomena 12, 22,
135-137, 147, 155-156, 163
meteorological speculations 233
methodology 12, 129, 206, 228
methods 200, 209, 217
Metrodorus 91
mice 167
microcosmos 180, 191, 193
microcosmism 180, 185, 191193
micturition 79
Minoan age 169
Minoan arts 176
miracles 17
mirabilia 83, 97, 137-138
miraculous phenomena 137
mirror 69, 95, 182, 202, 203
Mithridates 156, 159
mixture 50-52, 62, 188, 211
modernity 16
moisture 78, 96, 99, 105, 107—109
monad 44
monas 190
moon 15, 17, 19, 23, 69, 88, 91-92,
95, 99—I01, 103110, 135, 145-15],
157-160, 183, 188-193, 205, 215—
220
moonlight 20, 22, 69, 99, 102, 109,
146, 148-150, 152, 158-159
Moschion 99-100, 102—103, 105, 107,
110
mountains 157
muses 229, 233
music 12, 14
musician 76
Mycenaean arts 176
myth 104, 106, 162, 169, 172, 179,
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181, 189, 191192, 201, 203, 216,
223

mythography 17

mythology 11, 136, 139
mythological accounts 139
mythological expositions 191
mythological personification 104
mythological symbolism 176

nails 99, 102-103, 122

nausea I19—I2I

navigation II16-117

necessity 53, 64, 183, 190, 201, 211, 221,
225,232

New Academy 17

Nicander 87

Nicias 147-149, 160-161, 163-164
Nicomachus 45

nourishment 8081

nutrition 118

nurse 108-109, 202

objectivity 13

observation 12, 8283, 9394, 97
observational knowledge 12

octahedron 29, 42, 44

Odysseus 96

ointment 82, 84

omen 17, 156, 161-163

ontology 18, 49, 58, 60, 130

opinable 59, 62, 68, 189

opinion 12, 18, 40, 57-66, 68, 70,
189

optics 12
optical illusion 89, 93

originality 203

Osiris 65

paeon 220221, 225

pain 122, 181

paradox 132

paradoxography 138
paradoxographers 138
paradoxographical phenomena 138
paralysis 147, 149

parhelions 95

Parmenides 6162, 80, 84, 210
parody 175-176
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particle 4346, 50, 52, 93-94, 96

passion 173, 181182, 184, 192—-193,
201

pastiche 175

pathology 122

patient 119

pebble 91, 121-122

Peisistratus, Pisistratus 231, 234235
Peisistratid tyranny 234

Pelopidas  146—147, 156, 161

pentagon 42

perception  12—13, 29, 39—40, 46, 64,
93-95, 97, 227228
perceptibility 188
perceptible elements 66
perceptible objects 65
perceptible properties 29
sublunary region of the perceptible

189
Periander 236
Pericles 136, 146-147, 159, 161, 163
Peripatetics 133, 216

Peripatetic circles 8o

Peripatetic diaspora of science 124

Peripatetic imprint of Quaestiones
naturales 122

Peripatetic knowledge 141

Peripatetic school 105

Peripatetic science 130, 142
Peripatetic tradition 114, 129
persuasion 16, 62, 236

pessimism 229
pharmacological procedures 87
Pharnaces 215-217, 222
Philo 205
Philochorus 149
Philolaus 45, 91
philosophy 47, 57-58, 65-66, 68, 129,
133, 135, 137-139, 203, 205, 221, 230,
232-233
natural philosophy 11-15, 17-18, 23,
45, 58, 66, 69, 135-136, 199, 201, 209,
227
philosopher 12, 14, 21, 39, 51, 58-59,
61, 6668, 90, 93, 96, 100, 115,
120-121, 129, 169, 199, 202, 221, 232
natural philosopher 39, 58, 6667,
69—70
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philosophia prima 131, 139
philosophic maxims 230
philosophical concepts 17
philosophical dialogues 200
philosophical discourse 126-127, 141
philosophical knowledge 57
philosophical school 131
philosophical thinking 17, 230, 236
philosophical tradition 20, 29, 79
philosophical writings 13, 15-16, 18,
23, 131

phlegm 119

Phocus 235

physician 39, 66, 77, 79, 84, 99, 103,
106

physics 17, 27, 4546, 53, 203, 230
physiology 12,19, 82

pigs 119

Pindar 95

plague 84, 162

plant 47, 91, 99, 155, 236

Plato 12, 16, 18, 23, 29, 3043, 4546,
49-54, 58-63, 65, 67-68, 70, 75, 9093,
114, 120, 133, 137, 172—173, 175, 180, 182,
184185, 188-189, 191, 199—206, 211212,
218, 224225
Platonic circles 36
Platonic dialectic 217
Platonic dialogues 199, 201—203
Platonic dogma 17
Platonic epistemology 138
Platonic forms 34
Platonic idea 46, 218, 222
Platonic interpretation 207
Platonic myths 212—213
Platonic ontology 18, 49, 130
Platonic schools 36
Platonic tradition 12, 31
Platonism 12, 97, 124, 130, 222, 224
Platonist 22, 32, 92, 97, 221, 225
Platonists 12, 31, 38, 46, 204, 207, 219
Platonist doctrine 46
Platonist dualism 49

plausibility 16, 48
plausible answer 64
plausible explanation
plausible statements

pleonasm 220

12, 92, 123, 129
40—41
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Pliny the Elder 9o, 96, 100, 103, 107, 108,

121, 122
Plotinus 36, 49
poetry 17, 83, 110, 227-231, 235
poem 19—20, 87-88, 96, 228-231,
233236
poet 15, 19, 67, 87-88, 96, 104,
120, 124, 134, 228-230, 232233,
236
polis 229, 233234, 236
politics 120, 230, 232-233
politician 22, 120, 155
polyhedra 2933, 40, 42-44, 51, 53
polyhedric elements 33
polyhedric shapes 18, 33
polyhedron 29, 42—43
polyptoton 217, 224
Pompey 148-149, 163
pores 96
porousness 84
porous body of women 78
Porphyry 106
portent 137, 147, 156—157, 161
portentous events 155, 157
pottery 168
power 22, 3435, 37, 40, 51, 60—61,
68—70, 99100, 103—104, 100, 119,
145-140, 155, 161, 169, 172, 183, 185,
188-189, 211, 227, 234237
Pre-Socratics 11
presocratic philosophers 232
pregnancy 121-123
pregnant women 81, 119—124
prisms 33
privation 34-35, 133
prolepsis 218
prophetic art 135
psyche 169, 171, 174, 176
psychological disease 122
psychology 22,147, 184
Ptolemaeus 9o
purposefulness 41
pyramid 29, 42, 44
Pythagoras 180
Pythagorean discussion 171
Pythagorean tones 222
Pythagorean view 32
Pythagoreans 132, 45, 91

question-and-answer format 18

rain 90, 95, 156

rainbow 135-136

ram 69

raphanus 169, 174

rarity 133

rationality 181, 184, 186, 192
rational approach 11
rational attitude 135
rational devotion 21, 138-139
rational explanations 138, 145
rationalism 11, 16

ravens 167

ray of light 20, 88-89, 92, 94—95, 99

reductio ad absurdum 175

regularity 33, 41, 88

reincarnation 173

religion 11

religious contexts 159
religious discourse 13
religious dread 147
religious lore 179

religious outlook on the world 139

Renaissance 12

rhetoric

rhetorical devices 23, 217
rhetorical embellishment 134
rhetorical idiom 16, 130
rhetorical questions 134135, 221,
224

rhetorical strategies 16-17
rhetorical training 132

rhythm 215, 225

rhythmic elements 225
rhythmic ending 223
rhythmic link 219

rituals 120

river 79, 116-117, 124, 155, 157

Rome 75, 162

Roman army 157-158
Roman citizenship 77
Roman empire 12, 24, 129, 141
Roman philosophy 71
Roman statesmen 21
Romans 132, 148, 156-159

Romulus 162

rue 81
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sacrifice 69, 147, 159, 161
sage 23, I71, 232

sailor 88, 120
Salamis 229
salt 116

saline content in the sea 116
salinity 117
saltiness 117

sanctuaries 123

Satyrus 99, 102

scepticism 17

school 12, 20, 36, 38, 61, 97, 105, 131,
222

science 11-15, 19, 90, 124, 129-130, 141,
159, 161, 203, 232
scientific authority 17, 20
scientific concepts 13
scientific digression 21, 130, 155, 163
scientific disciplines 14
scientific discourse 17, 23
scientific exercises 131
scientific innovation 126, 141, 213
scientific inquiry 12, 13, 17, 19, 132
scientific insight 135, 137
scientific knowledge 13, 14, 16, 17
scientific literature 138
scientific lore 179
scientific method 12, 129
scientific research 19, 57
scientific tradition 24, 97
scientific value 15, 23, 130
scientific writing 15, 16, 18, 130, 131
scientificity 15
scientist 87, 124, 137

sea 155, 157, 236—237

seasons 88, 117

seed 39, 42, 44, 66, 81, 96, 171, 174—175

seer 69, 157, 161

seisachtheia 229

Selene 104

Seneca 95, 115, 133, 135-136

Senecio, Q. Sosius  75-76

sensation 14, 37, 63, 89, 94, 201
sense-impressions 64
sense-perception 12, 39, 57, 62—64,

66-67, 9394, 97

sense of smell 119
senses  39—40, 4748, 63-67, 220

sensible objects 46, 60
sensible realm 61
sensible world 58, 67, 69
sensibles §8-60, 62—63, 66—70
sensory faculties 97
sensory world 58

shadow 89, 9395, 148-151, 158, 160, 167

sharpness 30

shivers 82

Sicilians  148-149

Simplicius  31-33, 50

skin 8o, 82, 91, 122, 205, 220

sky 90, 92, 9596, 129, 148, 150, 217218

sleep 84

snake 169

Socrates 34, 62, 182, 195

soldiers 146, 148-149, 151-152, 156-157,
159, 161, 163

solids 18, 43, 65

Solon 23, 227-237

sonority  151-152

Sophocles 146

soul 17, 21-22, 4748, 63, 65-66, 93,
167-169, 171-174, 176, 180-193, 201,
2032009, 211, 217, 219, 221-224
appetitive part of the soul 187
cosmic soul 185186, 203—208

human soul 17, 167-169, 171-172, 176,
181, 185-187

transmigration of the soul  173-174,
176

trichotomy of the soul 180-181, 189

world soul 174, 185-187, 191-193, 201,
206, 211

spectacle 16, 134

spectacular phenomena 135
spectator 134

speed 217
spells 169
sphere 192, 208, 233

spondee 219—222
spontaneous generation (see also autogen-

esis) 174

springs (hot and cold) 21, 132-133, 136,
139
Stagirite 12, 174

star 88, 90, 93—95, 103, 157, 163, 188, 202,
215, 217218, 220
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statesman  21-22, 120, 155, 157, 159,
161-163, 227228, 230231, 235
Stesichorus 95
Stobaeus 50, 184
Stoicism 92, 97, 224
Stoics 40, 90, 93, 96, 205—207, 211,
216-219, 221222
Stoic terminology 211
Stoicizing allusion 102
anti-Stoic attitude 137
anti-Stoic dualism 211
stone 92, 119—123
storm  95-96, 156—157, 162, 205, 230
stormy wind 233
Strato 40
strife 205
stupidity 234
stylistics 134
stylistic analysis 23, 215
stylistic devices 216
stylistic feature 114
stylistic procedures 215
stylistic resources 225
substance 19, 34-35, 37, 3940, 47, 94,
123, 167, 172, 183, 186, 205, 223
Sulla, L. Cornelius 158
Sulla, Sextius  77—78, 84, 180—181, 201,
216, 223

summer 91, 96, 156, 159

sun 20, 69, 88—95, 99, 106110, 135, 146,

157-158, 160, 162, 183, 188-192, 202,
220
sunlight 92
sunrise 156
sunset 90, 92, 94

superstition 21-22, 131-132, 135-130,
155-156, 161-162, 164
superstitious belief 132, 146148
superstitious people 156

suspension of judgment 35, 4041, 58,
63

sweat 78
sweating 158

sympathy 137, 145

symposium 19, 76—78
sympotic discussions 14, 16, 129

sympotic framework 130
sympotic questions 20, 77

sympotic scene 20
sympotic tradition 129
symposiasts 16, 20, 137
symptoms 121
syndrome 122-123, 124
Magpie Syndrome 123
Syracuse 147, 156
Syracusans 156
Syrianus 30

taste 29, 41
tears 78
techné 39

technician 39
technology 13
teleological explanation 41
teleological design of De facie 215
temperament 13, 20, 78
temperature 41
tetractys 222
tetrahedron 29, 43
tetrameters 235
text-genetic process 17
Thales 231
Thebes 156
theodicy 192
Theodorus of Soloi
theology 131
theological views 192
Theon 104
Theophrastus
therapies 122
Thessalian women 146
Thrace 79, 83
Thrasybulus 236
Thucydides 84
thunder 138, 156-157, 230231, 233
Timaeus (character in Plato’s Timaeus)
29, 32-33, 3738, 199, 207-208
Timaeus 16, 29, 3132, 36—37,
4243, 4547, 49, 52, 63, 69,
92, 172, 182, 185, 191, 199—207,
209211
Timaeus Locrus 3233, 37
Timarchus 181, 189
Timon 174
Timotheus 100-101, 103
Timoxena 173

42-44, 46

62’ 87’ 91’ 96
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tradition 12, 20-21, 2931, 46, 49, 75, 77,
79, 81, 83-84, 87, 97, 101, 103, 114115,
118, 123, 129, 158—159, 162, 201, 229, 232,
234

traditional belief 138
traditional superstitions 155
Trajan 75—76

transcendence 30
transcendent region  189—190

triad 184, 192

triangle  29-33, 37-38, 40, 4244, 52,
64
scalene triangles 29, 3738, 42

tripartition 181, 184, 188-189

truffles 138

truth 62, 64, 66, 136, 159, 228, 231—
232

truth-claim 64
Tryphon 76-77
tsunami 157
turtles 119
twilight 94
tyranny 231, 234—236

tyrant 147, 234237

unconsciousness

underworld 168

universe 16, 21-22, 91, 145, 180, 185, 187,
191-193, 202, 204—205, 207—208, 217,
222,225
universal order

urine 78

uterus 121

123

232

vapor 92, 117
Varro 233
veins 171
Venus 220
Vergilius 9o
viper 119
virtue 92, 161, 163, 171, 175, 183, 188-189,
192
virtuous human conduct 22
visibility 37, 224
vomit 119-120
vomiting 120-121
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vultures 119
vulva 121

warmth 34, 91, 107
warm property 20
wasps 167
water 19, 29, 30, 40, 42, 44, 92, 116—117,
132, 155, 188, 204, 216, 225, 233
weather 156
weather patterns 234, 236
wind 90, 129, 156-157, 205, 230, 232—233
wine 19—20, 77-80, 84, 100
winter 81, 91, 95—96, 158
wintery storm 95
wisdom 68, 228, 231
wolves 118

woman (see also female) 19, 75, 77-85,
119-124, 146

womb 119

wonder 13, 94, 133137, 161
wonder-inducing phenomena 138
wonderful phenomena 133, 135
wonders of nature 134
wondrous nature 138

wood 92, 96, 99, 108—-109
woodworms 171, 175

world  11-17, 21-22, 31, 33, 30, 41, 43—44,
5761, 64, 66—70, 87, 93, 118, 121, 130,
139, 145, 174, 185-187, 191-193, 201,
203—200, 211, 216, 224, 229, 232
two-worlds theory 58-63

world view 14, 16, 22, 130
wounds 104
Xenocrates 5051, 180, 188-189

Xenophanes 9o
Xenophon 75

Zeitgeist 16
zenith 160
Zeno 224
Zeugma 157

zeugmatic meaning 134

Zeus 19, 67, 104, 134, 156, 205, 209211,
221, 224
Zoroaster 210
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