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Abstract
The purpose of this research was to teach the discrimination betweesi™eaqd “different” for the quantities and written form of various nungén the procedure used, a contextual
control for conditional discriminations that included compound stimub mesented. A five year old girl learnt that the choice of one of the foupeodisons (hnumber one, number two,
quantity one, quantity two) depended on the presentation of a contextual stimululsofedjfferent) and a conditional stimulus composed of two words (one-quaotisrnumber, two-
quantity, two-number). So that if “equal to one in numbers” was predetite girl had to select the written form of that number; she also I¢aantvith the instruction “equal to one in
quantity”, the girl had to indicate the quantity. In the same way, whenéidifit to one in quantity” or “different to one in number” was presentetherfirst case, the girl had to select a
different quantity, and in the second case, a different spelling. Oncéghep®ssible combinations of stimuli were learnt, the contextual stimeitevpresented for two new numbers.
The results showed the transference of learning without deliberate teachtmgfoew numbers which included compound stimuli.
Participant
Azahara was 5 years and 8 months' old at the time of the study. The girl piesenteal cognitive development and exhibited no behavioural disorders. Shéteradireg infant school,
and this study was carried out as an extra-curricular reinforcement programm
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DISCUSSION

The procedure used was effective for teaching a contextual control taskriditional discriminations (see Sidman, 1986). Specifically, the discations used in this research included compound conditional
stimuli (Alonso-Alvarez, 2010; Alonso-Alvarez & Pérez-Gonzélez, 2006; R€renzalez & Alonso-Alvarez, 2008). First, the girl learned to choose titeew form or quantity of the numbers one and two before
the words “equal” or “different”. Then, her performance was evaluated fortew numbers: three and four. The girl performed correctly in behaviouebictions not taught explicitly; a phenomenon referred to
in specialised literature as transfer of contextual functions (Péoezdlez, 1994; Pérez-Gonzalez & Martinez, 2007; Pérez-Gonzalez & Se®3a S2hna & Pérez-Gonzalez, 2003). Al6s & Lora (2007) used this
procedure to teach numbers to a child with intellectual disability. Fiiel @ad to choose one of two numbers “1” or “2” in response to the instructionsialeo one”, “different to one”, equal to two”, “different

to two”. The incorporation of the compound stimuli had several differentfecef with respect to the programme described by these authors.y,Rinstihumber of combinations of stimuli increased to eight
compared with the four combinations in the previous study. Secondly, the numbempédsons or discriminative stimuli to choose from increased from two to Tdurdly, the girl has to consider four stimuli
(one contextual, two which create the conditional stimuli and one discriini)@o choose the correct answer while she had to consider just timeeish the previous investigation. Fourthly, the girl learnt to
use the words “equal” or “different” for two properties (written form and qitghbf four numbers. Fifthly, this procedure contributed positively to the gdisation and transfer of learning involving two
properties of the numbers.

Various aspects of this research may be highlighted. Firstly, from dredpgtandpoint, it describes a procedure for teaching a complex task. Sedoomilyan experimental standpoint, it presents an initial study
of the contextual control of conditional discriminations incorporating compound stiffhilidly, it describes a systematic and detailed procedure that may alssebeto teach these repertoires to persons with
learning difficulties, e.g. autism or intellectual disability.



